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DRB-HICOM University Appoints Straits Interactive to Help Further Malaysia’s Workforce 

Capabilities with Generative AI Training and Technology for the Automotive Sector 
 
Kuala Lumpur, 30 Jan 2026– Straits Interactive, a regional leader in AI and Data Governance, 
has been appointed as the training provider for DRB-HICOM University of Automotive 
Malaysia (DHU), an institute of higher learning based in Pahang, Malaysia, to deliver Data 
Governance and Generative Artificial Intelligence (Gen AI) training programmes aimed at 
preparing students and PMETs for an AI-enabled workforce. 
 
Straits Interactive will design and deliver Gen AI training that focuses on practical capability 
building, responsible AI use, and real-world applications. The programme is expected to 
commence in the second quarter of 2026.  
 
Strengthening Malaysian Workforce with Gen AI Skills 
The appointment reflects a shared commitment to equipping Malaysian students with AI 
skills that go beyond theoretical knowledge. The initiative aligns with Malaysia’s broader 
aspirations to develop a digitally skilled workforce and strengthen the country’s AI and 
innovation ecosystem, as outlined in its AI Talent Roadmap 2024-2030. 
 
Capabara — Straits Interactive’s proprietary generative AI platform--will provide students 
exposure to hands-on Gen AI use cases, including applying AI to learning, problem-solving, 
and productivity, and developing an understanding of governance, ethics, and accountability 
in AI adoption.  
 
Potential credit to relevant DHU Undergraduate and Postgraduate courses 
The university is also working on having these relevant short courses act as credit 
exemptions to some of the DHU undergraduate and postgraduate programmes in the 
university. 
 
Rosihan Zain Baharuddin, Chief Executive Officer, DRB-HICOM University said, “As AI is 
becoming widely used in workflows across industries, it is critical that our graduates are 
equipped with the necessary skills so that they will be industry-relevant and future-ready. 
This alliance with Straits Interactive is aligned with DHU’s mission to become a centre of 
excellence for AI education and training, particularly in Malaysia’s East Coast region. 
 
Alvin Toh, Co-founder of Straits Interactive, said, “Our appointment by DRB-HICOM 
University is about building real capability in data governance and Gen AI, and helping 
students go beyond theory and basic knowledge of how to use AI tools. It will equip DHU 



                
 
 
graduates the ability to apply and harness Gen AI responsibly, effectively, and with 
confidence in real-world environments.” 
Enquiries about these short courses can be made to  or at  +603 9212 8533 

 
About Straits Interactive 
Straits Interactive delivers sustainable data governance solutions that help organisations create trust in today's 
data-driven world. As trusted advisors to SMEs, MNCs, and data protection authorities in the region, we 
provide comprehensive competency, consulting, and capability roadmaps in data protection and governance. 
We partner with top universities in the region and international certification bodies to offer advanced 
diplomas, degrees, and certification courses. Today, we offer our own line of software, digital content, and 
more than 40 courses covering data protection, data governance, and Generative AI.  
 
Our Capabara capability-as-a-service platform, combined with our hands-on advisory services and training 
courses, helps organizations enable, govern and manage their digitalization and innovation objectives. In 2023, 
ten years after its founding, Straits Interactive was honored as one of the top ten "Outstanding and Promising 
Startups'' at the inaugural Action Community for Entrepreneurship (ACE) Startup Awards, an unprecedented 
national accolade celebrating exceptional startups in Singapore.  

 
About DRB-HICOM University of Automotive 
www.dhuautomotive.edu.my  

Poised to be a leader in automotive education, DRB-HICOM University of Automotive Malaysia (formerly 
International College of Automotive) provides the best education experience for those who want to excel in the 
automotive industry. DRB-HICOM University of Automotive Malaysia’s goal is to complement the automotive 
industry through sustainable development of human capital.  

Established in April 2010 and located within the DRB-HICOM Automotive Complex in Pekan, DRB-HICOM 
University of Automotive Malaysia is owned by HICOM University Sdn Bhd, a wholly owned subsidiary of 
DRB-HICOM Berhad.  

In addition to producing a cadre of skilled professionals and leaders to join the workforce of the automotive 
sector, the University also serves as an institution that enables the Group’s automotive human resources to 
continuously upgrade their skills and knowledge. 
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Clear Story for Straits Interactive 
Anna Scola 
Head of Public Relations 
+353 (0) 1 961 0048 
anna@clearstoryinternational.com 

 

DRB-HICOM University of Automotive 
Malaysia 
Adreanna Audrey Loh 
Head of Digital Marketing 

DRB-HICOM University of Automotive 
Malaysia 
Andi Suswandi Shamsuddin 
Head of Ventures & Alliances 

mailto:angela@straitsinteractive.com
mailto:anna@clearstoryinternational.com


                
 
 

Telephone: +6018 668 2622 
Email: audrey@dhu.edu.my 

Mobile: +6019 285 5588 
Email: andi@dhu.edu.my 

 


