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Winners of Singapore's First National AI Prompt Design 
Challenge Recognised at Singapore International Cyber 

Week  
 

Organised by Straits Interactive & ASME, the Challenge attracted  
Top AI innovations from SMEs, educational institutions, and trade 

associations  
 
SINGAPORE, 17 October 2024   –   Straits Interactive, in collaboration with the Association 
of Small and Medium Enterprises (ASME), has announced the winners of Singapore's 
inaugural National AI Prompt Design Challenge, which includes SMEs, an educational 
institution, and a trade association. The awards were presented during the Singapore 
International Cyber Week (SICW) hosted by The Cyber Security Agency of Singapore (CSA) 
as part of the SG Cyber Safe for Enterprises programme. 
 
The ceremony was graced by Guest-of-Honour, Mr Tan Kiat How, Senior Minister of State, 
Ministry of Digital Development and Information, and Senior Minister of State, Ministry of 
National Development Singapore, who presented the prizes to the winners. 
 
The National AI Prompt Challenge, co-organised with programme partners SMU Academy 
and AI Verify Foundation, and supported by IMDA, CSA, and various trade associations, 
aimed to AI-enable organisations, particularly SMEs, by enhancing their generative AI 
capabilities, without the need for coding. 
 
Held from 9 to11 September 2024, the Challenge received a total of 102 entries from a diverse 
range of sectors including government, education, professional services, and IT. Participating 
teams attended a three-hour bootcamp to acquire the knowledge to define a problem 
statement, and go on to develop a Generative AI app powered by a large language model 
(LLM) of their choice, on Straits Interactive’s Capabara platform. 
 
“One of the key objectives of the AI Prompt competition is to AI-enable organisations and their 
departments, especially SMEs, with little or zero knowledge of Generative AI,” said Kevin 
Shepherdson, CEO and Founder of Straits Interactive. “By enabling generative AI 
capabilities for those with domain expertise without the need for coding, we aim to enhance 
business productivity and learning, supporting the National AI Strategy 2.0. Additionally, 
organisations learnt that it is crucial to be aware of AI risks and be able to address adversarial 
prompts.” 
 
 



   
 
"SMEs need to continue developing and innovating and be wary not to become passive 
consumers of these technology.  As this competition has shown, it is possible to be innovative 
and create value beyond just adoption of tools like chatGPT - and that is an important spirit to 
maintain for SMEs in Singapore," added Ang Yuit, President of the Association of Small 
and Medium Enterprises. 
 
List of Winners  
Winners were selected based on criteria such as functionality, user experience, innovation, 
benefit and potential, and security and ethical standards: 
 

● First place: Team Kookaburra from Focus on the Family Singapore for their AI-
driven chatbot, the Virtual Parenting Companion, which provides real-time, 
personalised parenting support. 
 

● Second place: Team Level 5 from Singapore Institute of Technology for their AI tool, 
Reviewer #2, which analyses grant proposals. 
 

● Third place: Team DORS from Singapore Fashion Council for their AI-powered On-
the-Job Training program, Design Orchard Brand & Product Training. 

 
The Challenge also recognised innovative and responsible AI solutions, awarding Team AI 
Artisans from Oracle Corporation the “Most Innovative” prize for their plant health monitoring 
app, MyPhytoGuard, and Team NSIT from NSIT Training the “Most Responsible and Safe 
Award” for their AI chatbot, Techie, which enhances IT support services. 
 
“The fact that any professional or organisation can create an app using Generative AI tools to 
augment their roles and responsibilities is a testament to the importance of developing such 
competencies. It is important for organisations to motivate, encourage and empower their 
associates with AI skills, while simultaneously emphasising the importance of responsible and 
ethical AI practices,” said Harish Pillay, Chief Judge and Community Manager from the AI 
Verify Foundation. 
 
Meanwhile, the organisers and the judging committee will be putting together a report to share 
their findings and competencies needed by SMEs, based on the submissions during the 
Challenge. 
 
Winners’ Showcase 
The winners will be showcased at ASME’s AI Festival Asia 2025 (AIFA).  
 
ASME’s AIFA, supported by Singapore Manufacturing Federation (SMF), commenced in 
August 2024 for a duration of five months.. It will focus on digitalisation, AI and cybersecurity. 
The festival, designed to offer learning and development opportunities, has three key 
components, namely the National AI Prompt Design Challenge, a SME AI conference and a 
Digi-AI tradeshow. The latter two will be held on 16 and 17 January 2025 at Suntec Singapore 
Convention and Exhibition Centre. 
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About the Association of Small & Medium Enterprises (ASME) 
The Association of Small & Medium Enterprises (ASME) is a not-for-profit organisation 
established in 1986 for entrepreneurs, by entrepreneurs. With wide-ranging services and 
programmes, ASME strives to equip member SMEs with the business knowledge and market 
opportunities to help them grow their businesses. 

ASME, as the champion of a pro-enterprise Singapore, bridges the public and the private 
sectors to promote a more conducive business environment which facilitates the start-up, 
growth and development of a larger pool of SMEs. The two ASME flagship awards, The 
Entrepreneur of the Year Award and Singapore Prestige Brand Award, are in recognition of 
SMEs’ successes. 

ASME continues to roll out new SME-relevant programmes to enhance its position as THE 
business association For Entrepreneurs, By Entrepreneurs. 

www.asme.org.sg 
 

About Straits Interactive 
Straits Interactive delivers sustainable data governance solutions that help organisations 
create trust in today's data-driven world. As trusted advisors to SMEs, MNCs, and data 
protection authorities in the region, we provide comprehensive competency, consulting, and 
capability roadmaps in data protection and governance. We partner with top universities in the 
region and international certification bodies to offer advanced diplomas, degrees, and 
certification courses. Today, we offer our own line of software, digital content, and more than 
40 courses covering data protection, data governance, and Generative AI.  

Our Capabara capability-as-a-service platform, combined with our hands-on advisory services 
and 40+ training courses, helps organizations develop, manage, and govern their digitalization 
and innovation objectives. In 2023, ten years after its founding, Straits Interactive was 
honoured as one of the top ten "Outstanding and Promising Startups'' at the inaugural Action 
Community for Entrepreneurship (ACE) Startup Awards, an unprecedented national accolade 
celebrating exceptional startups in Singapore. 

https://www.straitsinteractive.com/ 
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