
 

                                               
 
 

Straits Interactive and SMU Academy jointly offer IAPP’s new AI Governance 
Professional Training in Singapore 

 
As an Official Training Partner, Straits Interactive now offers the AI Governance Professional training 
by the International Association of Privacy Professionals in Singapore, along with SMU Academy, in 

support of Singapore’s National AI Strategy 2.0. 
 
 
Singapore, January 3, 2024 – Straits Interactive, a pioneer in data protection and 
governance solutions, today announced a new course offering from the International 
Association of Privacy Professionals (IAPP), the largest and most comprehensive global 
information privacy community and resource. As an Official Training Partner of the IAPP, 
Straits Interactive is now an authorised trainer of the IAPP’s AI Governance Professional 
certification (AIGP), bringing AI governance training courses to professionals in their 
surrounding community. 
 
Straits Interactive will partner with SMU Academy, the professional training arm of 
Singapore Management University (SMU), to offer the three-day hands-on AIGP certification 
programme, the first of its kind in Southeast Asia.  The AIGP prepares candidates for the 
certification examination and equips professionals with the knowledge and skills necessary 
to navigate the increasingly complex landscape of AI governance, supporting the Singapore 
National AI Strategy 2.0. 
 
"The AIGP certification sets the competency benchmark for AI Governance professionals 
and extends a clear competency roadmap for data protection and data governance 
professionals," said Kevin Shepherdson, CEO of Straits Interactive. "Through this partnership 
with SMU Academy and IAPP, we aim to empower individuals and organisations to leverage 
the power of AI responsibly and ethically," he added. 
 
The AIGP certification programme is specifically designed for professionals working in AI 
development, deployment, or oversight. The curriculum covers a comprehensive range of 
topics, including: 

● Foundations of AI 
● AI Impacts and Responsible AI Principles 
● Current Laws and AI 
● Emerging AI Laws and Standards 
● AI Development Life Cycle and Risk Management 
● Implementing Responsible AI Governance and Risk Management 
● Ongoing Issues and Concerns in AI Governance 



 

 
One of the unique features of this course is the integration of an AI Tutor developed by 
Straits Interactive to support learners. This AI-powered tool provides a personalised learning 
experience, tailored to each participant's individual needs and learning pace. Through 
interactive exercises and simulations, the AI Tutor helps participants to gain hands-on 
experience with real-world AI governance scenarios. 
 
“In a data-driven era where artificial intelligence has become increasingly prevalent, the 
AIGP certification programme will guide professionals through the complexities of AI 
governance. This partnership with Straits Interactive and IAPP builds upon our existing AI 
Governance offerings at SMU Academy, reinforcing our commitment to shaping a future 
where the potential AI aligns with responsibility," said Jack Lim, Executive Director of SMU 
Academy. 
 
Supported by SkillsFuture, the AIGP training complements SMU Academy's existing AI 
governance courses, such as the Advanced Certificate in Generative AI, Ethics, and Data 
Protection. Jack Lim added, “By offering a comprehensive range of AI governance training 
programs, we are committed to supporting professionals in developing the skills needed to 
thrive in the AI-powered future." 
 
“As the scope of artificial intelligence continues to grow, so does the need for qualified and 
well-trained AI Governance professionals,” said J. Trevor Hughes, President and CEO of the 
IAPP. “With over 35 countries already working to develop AI regulations, it is critical that 
professionals are given the necessary tools and training to ensure that AI systems are 
developed, integrated and deployed in line with emerging laws and policies in a way we can 
trust.” 
 
The AIGP certification programme aligns with the goals of the Singapore National AI Strategy 
2.0, which emphasises the importance of building a trusted and responsible AI ecosystem. 
"This certification programme will play a vital role in empowering a pool of skilled 
professionals who can help ensure the responsible development and deployment of 
Generative AI in Singapore, " said Denise Wong, IMDA, Assistant Chief Executive - Data 
Protection and Innovation Group. 
 
The AIGP certification programme will commence on January 15, 2024. For more 
information and to register for the programme, please visit 
https://academy.smu.edu.sg/certified-artificial-intelligence-governance-professional-aigp-
10206.  
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About Straits Interactive 
Straits Interactive delivers sustainable data governance solutions that help organizations create trust 
in today’s data-driven world. As trusted advisors to SMEs, MNCs, and data protection authorities in 
the region, we provide comprehensive competency, consulting, and capability roadmaps in data 
protection and governance. We partner with top universities in the region and international 
certification bodies to offer advanced diplomas, degrees, and certification courses. Today, we offer 
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our own line of software, digital content, and more than 40 courses covering data protection, data 
governance, and Generative AI. 
 
Our Capabara capability-as-a-service platform, combined with our hands-on advisory services and 
40+ training courses, helps organizations develop, manage, and govern their digitalization and 
innovation objectives. In 2023, ten years after its founding, Straits Interactive was honoured as one 
of the top ten “Outstanding and Promising Startups'' at the inaugural Action Community for 
Entrepreneurship (ACE) Startup Awards, an unprecedented national accolade celebrating 
exceptional startups in Singapore. 
 
 
About Singapore Management University   
A premier university in Asia, the Singapore Management University (SMU) is internationally 
recognised for its world-class research and distinguished teaching. Established in 2000, SMU’s 
mission is to generate leading-edge research with global impact and to produce broad-based, 
creative and entrepreneurial leaders for the knowledge-based economy. SMU’s education is known 
for its highly interactive, collaborative and project-based approach to learning.      
  
Home to over 13,000 students across undergraduate, postgraduate professional and postgraduate 
research programmes, SMU is comprised of eight schools: School of Accountancy, Lee Kong Chian 
School of Business, School of Economics, School of Computing and Information Systems, Yong Pung 
How School of Law, School of Social Sciences. College of Integrative Studies and College of Graduate 
Research Studies. SMU offers a wide range of bachelors', masters' and PhD degree programmes in 
the disciplinary areas associated with the six schools, as well as in multidisciplinary combinations of 
these areas.      
  
SMU emphasises rigorous, high-impact, multi- and interdisciplinary research that addresses Asian 
issues of global relevance.  SMU faculty members collaborate with leading international researchers 
and universities around the world, as well as with partners in the business community and public 
sector. SMU’s city campus is a modern facility located in the heart of downtown Singapore, fostering 
strategic linkages with business, government and the wider community. www.smu.edu.sg 
 
About SMU Academy 
Since its inception, Singapore Management University (SMU) has built a strong reputation as an 
innovative and progressive management university with a well-established interactive pedagogy 
incorporating business cases and strategic links with leading businesses and industry. Leveraging on 
SMU’s reputation and linkages, SMU Academy offers a comprehensive array of cutting-edge 
interdisciplinary programmes that supports lifelong learners in their pursuit of continuing education 
while helping organisations meet their upskilling and reskilling goals. http://academy.smu.edu.sg  
 
For more information, please contact:  
 
Straits Interactive     Singapore Management University 
Ms Angela Schooling        Ms Huang Peiling          
Marketing & Communications Director    Senior Assistant Director, Corporate Communications  
+65 98222625         +65 98453361 
angela@straitsinteractive.com      plhuang@smu.edu.sg 
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Rebecca Lee 
Senior Director 
Telephone: +353 (0) 1 961 0048  
Email: rebecca@clearstoryinternational.com 
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